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REMARKS 

The Office Action of February 17, 2005 has been reviewed and the comments therein 
were carefully considered. Claims 1-2, 8, 21, 28, 30, 33-34, 40, 49-51, and 54-55 have been 
canceled in this current response. Claims 3-4, 6, 9-1 1, 20, 22, 25-27, 29, 31-32, 35, 38, 41-43, 
and 52-53 have been amended in the current response. No new matter has been intn duced into 
the application. 

Allowable subject matter 

Claims 9-10 and 41-42 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations >f the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for indicating the allowable sub ect matter. 
Applicants have rewritten generic claims 9, 10, 41, and 42 into independent form inch ding all of 
the elements of the base claim and any intervening claims. Applicants respectfully : ubmit that 
claims 9, 10, 41, and 42 are in condition for allowance. Dependent claims 3-7, 1 1-20, 3509, 43- 
48, and 52-53 which ultimately depend from one of independent claim 9, 10. 41, ind 42 are 
allowable for at least the same reasons as the independent claim from which they depe id. 

Applicants further respectfully submit that rewritten independent claims 9, 0, 41, and 
42 are generic claims as submitted by the Applicants in the Response to the Election of Species 
filed on December 20, 2004. Applicants respectfully request that the restriction be wi hdrawn as 
to all species claims fully embraced by generic claims 9-10 and 41 -42. Furthermore, Applicants 
have amended claims 25-26 and 31-32 into independent form to include the allowa tie subject 
matter as identified by the Office Action in generic claims 9-10 and 41 -42. \pplicants 
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respectfully submit that each of currently amended independent claims 25-26 and 31-32 are 
allowable for at least the same reasons as generic independent claims 9, 10, 41, and 42 

Similarly, dependent claims 22-24, 27, and 29 which ultimately depend fi >m one of 
independent claims 25 and 31 are allowable for at least the same reason as the indepei dent claim 
from which they depend. 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for the brief conferral to discus . the status 
of the previously submitted Information Disclosure Statements. The Examiner stilted Jiat copies 
of the foreign references and publications filed with the January 8, 2004 Information Disclosure 
Statement were not received. Applicants respectfully submit that copies of the foreign references 
and publications were filed with the Information Disclosure Statement as listed o t the filed 
paperwork and acknowledged by receipt of the return post card. Applicant is resub nitting the 
listed foreign references and publications as an attachment to this Amendment, \pplicants 
respectfully request that these foreign references and publications be considered by the 
Examiner. 

In addition, Applicants note that a patent listed on the Information Disclosure Statement 
of 12/23/03 was not acknowledged by the current Office Action. Applicants respoctfi lly request 
confirmation that U.S. Patent Number 5,658,208 (item 22) was considered by the Kxaj liner. 

Furthermore, an additional supplemental information disclosure statement is jeing filed 
with this response along with the associated fee. 
Double Patenting 

The Office Action advised that should claim 52 be found allowable, claim 53 will be 
objected to under 37 CFR 1. 75 as being a substantial duplicated thereof 
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Applicant has amended claim 53 in the current response to depend from claim 42. 
Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the grounds of rejection based oi the claim 
amendments. 
Claim Objections 

Claim 52 stands objected to because the faxed copy of the December 20, 2004 
amendment was very hard to read due to the faxing process, A new set of claims is ret uired. 

Applicants have submitted a new set of claims along with this Amendment starting of 
page 2. Applicant respectfully submits that the new set of claims included with this P mendment 
renders the rejection moot. 
Claim Rejections Under 35 USC §102 

Claims 1-3, 5, 20 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by Dunikoski, 
U.S. Patent No. 5,899,817. 

In the current response, claims 1-2 and 8 have been canceled- Claim 3 dej ends from 
independent claim 9, and claim 20 depends from independent claim 10. In the curren ; response, 
Applicants have amended claims 9 and 10 into independent form and are allowable or at least 
the reasons expressed in the current Office Action. Dependent claims 3 and 20 ore all >wable for 
at least the same reasons as independent claims 9 and 1 0 from which they ultimately d- ipend. 

Claims 2-5, 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated . >y Lu, US. 
Patent No. 5,297 J94. 

In the current response, claims 1-2 and 8 have been canceled. Claim 3-5 ultimately 
depend from independent claim 9, and claim 20 depends from independent claim 0. In the 
current response, Applicants have amended claims 9 and 10 into independent forn and are 
allowable for at least the reasons expressed in the current Office Action. Dependent claims 3-5 

-13- 


PAGE 17/18* RCVD AT 7/8/2005 5:31:54 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO€FXRF-1/0 * DU23306 K CSID: 13124635001 ' DURATION (mnws):08-28 


0?/O8?2005 16:37 FAX 13124635001 


BANNER & WITCOFF 


12)018/018 


Response dated 07/08/2005 


Application Ni . 10/707499 


Response to Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment mailed 06/17/2005 

and 20 are allowable for at least the same reasons as independent claims 9 and 10 1 'om which 

they ultimately depend. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 USC §103 

Claims 33-37, 40 and 52-53 are rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being w patentable 
over Lu f US. Patent No. 5,297, 794 in view of Gilbert, U.S. Patent No. 6.290,607. 

In the current response, claims 33-34 and 40 have been canceled. Claim 35 37 and 52 
ultimately depend from independent claim 41, and claim 53 depends from independer t claim 42. 
In the current response, Applicants have amended claims 41 and 42 into independen : form and 
are allowable for at least the reasons expressed in the current Office Action Avith respect to 
claims 9-10 and 41-42. Dependent claims 35-37 and 52-53 which depend from and fl uther limit 
one of independent claims 41 and 42 are also patentably distinct for at least the sami ■ reason as 
the independent claim from which they ultimately depend. Accordingly, Applicants r ;spectfully 
requests withdrawal of the rejection. 

Applicants therefore respectfully request reconsideration of the pending ch ims and a 
finding of their allowability. A notice to this effect is respectfully requested. Please eel free to 
contact the undersigned should any questions arise with respect to this cast- th it may be 
addressed by telephone. 
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